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WE are, no doubt,
Ourseives. bound to apologize
to our readers for

not making our appearance
for a period of twenty two
months. After an existence of
nearly five years we had to sus-
pend the publication of this
paper in May 1905, for rehabili-
tating its. financial position,
which was then in a very un-
satisfactory state ; but, as 1t was
then owned by more than one
person, there had been numerous
difficulties to be overcome, be-
fore a settlement was reached.
Though a settlement was come
to that was not as satisfactory
as we expected ; and it is suffi-
cient to say here that we have
now resumed the publishing of
this paper on our own account
and risk, and rely on the sup-
sort of our subscribers, to con-
uct it regularly and success-
fully. The principles which
guided us in the past will guide
us in the future also, and we
sball always endeavour, while

specially protecting the interest
of the Mohammedan community,
to safeguard the general interest
as ‘'we have done heretofore.
We have introduced two new
features into this publication by
making it a montgly Hlustrated
|journal, and ‘adding a few
Evnglish columns. We trust
they will meet with the ap-
proval of our readers.
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. Ir is more

The Mohamme-  {Lan {wen-

dan Marriage " ears
Rogistration Or- 7 Y ©¢

! dlnanca. now sinece

the ¢ Mo-

hammedanMarriageRegistration
Ordinance of 1886” was passed,
and we are now in a position to
judge the amount of good it has
done to the community to bene-
fit which it was enacted. From
our experience we are able to
say that it has failed to a
very large extent, if not entirely,
to achieve the object with which
it was brought into existence.

|It was epacted fo rectify a
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defect which existed not among
the better class of Mohamme-
dans, but among the poor class
of those people, whose daugh-
ters were exposed to many
losses and injuries, owing to
the fact that the registers of
their marriages were insecure
at the hands of the irresponsi-
ble and unscrupalous levvais
(Mohammedan priests), who
had the opportunities to make
alterations in them, or destroy
or supress them, for gratitica-
tions received by them, to the
great prejudice of those women
and their children, and who
availed themselves of those vp-
portunities not infrequently,
By making the registration of
Mokammedan marriages uader
the said Ordinance optional the
Government have made it al-
most useless, for it has lost
the power of rectifying the said
defect. The better class Mo-
hammedans, with very few
exceptions, . are having their
marriages registered under the
said Ordinance, but the poor
and illiterate Mohammedans,
who form the bulk of the com-
-munity, who canpnot judge
things aright, and who are
under the influence of levvais,
bave recourse to the old system
of writing Kaduthem, which
is also a sort of register, but
which is not move secure than
a document left entirely at the
hands of the writer himself.
In the Puttalam and Batticaloa
districts, cases have been
brought to the notice of the
Government  officials, where
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mal-practices have taken place,
and where persons, who are
not eveu levvais, have per-
formed clandestine marriages
between partics, the males
whereof were assuming false
names for the occasion, with
the result that the females are
subjected to untold miseries
and hardships when their hus-
bands ha e [orsaken them, We
were recently shown o letter
written by o Government ofh-
elal in the Southern Province,
.to a prominent Moorish gentle-
-man of Colombo, pointing oul
the facts of the cases above
veferred to, and asking what
steps should be taken to make
the sald Ordinance popular.
i This matter is now being con-
'sidered by the Mohammedans
‘of Colombo; and we can now
say only this much, that
registration under the said
Ordinance must he made com-
pulsory, with certain amend-
meufs, which we shall set forth
I our next issue.

We understand

NaAllzl::llinn;_ that steps will
sociation.  shortly be taken

by the Muslims
of Ceylon to organize a Mus-
lim national asseciation with
the objeci of protecting the
interests of the Mohammedan
community, and promoting the
intellectual and political ad-
vancement of it. As the ne-
cessity of such an association
has long been felt we hope it
will be an accomplished fact
before long.
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