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Notes by ths Editor.
—
Tue Isprax|lish people cannot tolerate the
Sedition in  political agita- ! idea of splitting the union. In
wndia, tors are evi- like manner they think that

dently thinking ' self-Government to India is im-
that they would beable to effect | possible, because there live in

by force what they think they
have failed to achieve by peace-
ful utterances ; hence they are
found to instigate the ignorant
people by seditious speeches to
use violence and commit dis-
turbances. We say they are
guite mistaken in their views, and
in the said foolish action they
have betrayed their ignorance
of the real object of the British
Government in resisting their
demand for self-Government. If
violent deeds would make the
Government yield the Irish
people would have had their
parliament ere long. That they
are more intelligent and indus-
trious, and are possessing in a
larger degree the faculty of
ruling than the Indians cannot
be questioned ; still their de-

that country different commu-—
nities with conflicting interests,
Between them there cannot be
permancnt harmouvy, and they
now live together peaccfully
owing to the wise, benevolent,
and impartial British rule, the
withdrawal of which will, no
doubt, be the signal to the out-
break of hosiilities between
those communities. No sensible
man in India can deny the fact
that that country is indebted
to the British rajfor the peace
and prosperity which it now
enjoys, Those who think that
the Hindus and Mohammedans
can, when left to themselves,
live together as peacefully as

: they do now, have only to con-

sider by what compromise they
can settle the question of cow-

mand for Home Rule has not| killing, which is ouly one_ of
been granted bacause the Eng- many questions that trejuently
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disturb the peace between those
two communities. We may be
told ihat the Indian political
agitators do not ask that the
English people should give
India to the Indiars and go
away, buf that they onmly de.
mand more political concessions,
Such coneessions, when granted,
wmust be enjoyed by the Indians
in general, but, under the
Er_esgn_t, vircumstances, the Mo-
ammedans not being on equal
footing with the Hindus from
material and educational stand-
point, some of the concessions
may be utilised by one section
to the detriment of the other.
Under the present system wof
affording employments to the
natives of India the claims of
the educated among them have
" been recognised by the Govern-
ment, and many Indians are
holding high offices for which
they are competent. In reli-
gious and commercial matters
the Indians enjoy as much
liberty as is afforded to the
British subjects in any other
part of the world. But if their
political power is also to be
enhanced 1t is very essential that
the Government should first be
convinced that it would be
wielded by the different sections
of the Indian community with-
out prejudice to any. That
conviction remains yet to be
gained, and we have no doubt
that when the British authori-
tics see that taey can safely
grant more political conces-
sions to their Indian sub-
jects, they shall not withhold

able pleasure to find our co-
religionists in India keeping
themselves aloof from the
agitators, whose seditious policy
cando no good but harm to
their country, and may estrange
the good feeling of the rulers
towards the ruled. To think
that the Government can be
frightened by violent actions
to concede what the Indians
want is extremely absurd, and
those who entertain such an
idea are only showing their
ignorance of the power and
resources of England.  Pro-
bably real cause for discontent
with the present administration,
in some respects, may exist in

India, but there are constitu-
tional means by which any real

rievance can be redressed.
The present agitation does not
seem to be constitutional. We
strongly hope that the Moham-
medans of India will not swerve
in any degree from their loyalty
to the British Government
under which they have all the
advantages that are required for
their well-being. In this con-
nection we have to point out
the formation of an organisa-
tion in India called the “All-
India Muslim League”, the
objects of which are (1) to pro-
mote among the Mussalmans of
India feelings of loyalty to the
British Goverument, aud re-
move any misconception that-
may arise as to the inteation of
Government with regard to any
of its measures; (2) to protect
and advance the political rights
and interests of the Mussalmans

them. - It -gives us consider-!of India, and to respecthuilly
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represent their needs and
aspirations to the Government;
and (3) to prevent the rise,
among the Mohammedans of
- India, of any feelings of hosti-
lity towards other communities,
without prejudice to the other
objects of the League.

As His Excer-

The Gover- lency the Gover-
mor.  por will leave
Ceylon for good

before our next issue appears
we take this opportunity to
announce the fact that the
Mohammedans of Ceylon in-
clude His Excellency Sir Henry
Blake among the Governovs
who have done good to their
community.  There  being
among the Mohammedans of
Ceylon only a few persons who
desire iobe employed under
the Government, occasions for
their ?proaching the Gover-
nor and seeking to enlist his
sympathy are not numerous,
Moreover, the Mohammedans
are generally traders following
their avocation in a quiet and
unostentatious manner; they are
not found among the high offi-
cials of the Government who
come in coatact with the Govern-
or; they are not represented to an
appreciable extent in the fearned
professions; they are not invited
or rather are very sparsely in-
vited for the state functions ;
they are not given much promi-
nence in the press; and they are
generally conspicuous by their
absence at the assemblies patro-
nised by the Governor. There-
fore the King’s representative
in Ceylon has very little

opportunites of knowing well
His Majesty’'s Mohammedan
subjects in the Island; and unless
he goes through the statistics and
learns the numerical, com-
mercial and other status of
the Mohammedans he is apt
to lose sight of their importance
as a community, owever
things occur now and then in
respect of the Mohammedans
which attract the attention of
the Government and the public,
and we would say that the Fez
Question, which arose in 1903,
was one of them. As the press
unanimously testified the Mo-
hammedans agitated on that oc-
casion in a constitutional manner
to have their grievance redress-
ed, and they are to-day sincerely
grateful to their rulers for
granting their prayer, and res-
cinding that objectionable mi-
nute which was likely to stay
their progress. On that occa-
sion the Mohammedans evident-
ly gained the sympathy of the
(rovernor, and His Excellency’s
favourable disposition towards
them when that agitation Was
pending, shall always be remem-
bered by the Mohammedaus of
Ceylon with gratitude. When
Sir Henry Blake, by whose
administration the country has,
no doubt, been benefitted, leaves
the Island he shall carry with
him the well-wishes of the
Mohamwmedans of Ceylon,

e

Mr. Ramanathan WITH RE-

and the
Geaylon Moors. iﬁgen;;l:;c: ‘
phiet published by us recently
anent the ethnology of the
Ceylon Moors we have to state
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that we have received the fol-
lowing acknowledgments :—

Colotabo Museum Library,

Colombo, Ceylon,

17th June, 1907.

Under instructions from the

Committee of management of

the Colombo Museum, I have

the honour to acknowledge

the receipt of the following

donation to "the Library:—A

Criticism of Mr, Ramanathan’s

“Ethnology of the Moors of
Ceylon ™
I am directed to convey to
you the cordial thanks of the
Committee for your valuable
contribution. .
I have the honour to be,
Your most obdt. servt.
(8gd.) GERARD A. JOSEPH
Librarian.
I. L. M. Abdul Azeez Esq.
494, Messenger St. Colombo.

The Queen’s House,

- Colombo, 19th June, 1907,
Sir,

With reference to your letter
of the 13th instant, I am direct-
ed by His Excellency to thank
you for your work *A Criticism
of Mr. Ramanathan’s Eihno-
logy of the Moors of Ceylon,”
which his Excellency accepts
with mach -pleasure.

1 am, Sir,

Your obdt, servant.
d ",
%‘. )L Mc Ltv2r0d BUN&RY,
Private Secretary,

I L. M. Abdul Azeez Esq. -

@,

. Colombo.

WE LEARN
The Maldivian that trouble is

Affairs.  again brewing
in the Maldive
|Islands. Certain  Maldivian

\notables have come to Ceylon
‘after a perilous voyage in a
'boat from an island whither
they had been banished by the
authorities, and are statinga
| very sad story which shows that
iat present terrorism is reigning
lin the Maldives, How far thier
' statoment is true wedo not know,
‘but as it is evident that minis-
' ters and other notables have been
baunished to distant atolls, and
as it is stated that the object
of their banishment is to remove
the obstacles in the way of the
Prime Minister whose sweet will
ispow the law in the Maldives,
we think it behoves the suzerain
Government to make inquiries
into the matter. The time has
come for the Ceylon Government
to take more serious view of the
Maldivian question, and take
such measuresas will eradicate
the real cause of the misrule
which is said to prevail in those
Islands which have been under
their protection long enough to
have improved administration.
We believe that a change could
be made for the better in the
usual mode of inquiry made
by the Ceylon Government
into the Muldivian affairs, by
removing from Malé the accused
ministers before an inquiry is
held at that place by the British
officials. ' o

et <>
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