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Notes by the Editor.
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The New
M.M.C.,
Colombo, trait of Mr. N, [I. M.
Abdul
the Municipal Council. Colombo,
for the Tettahh Ward., we referred
t» hix election in our last issue, and
have now oniy toadid that we hope
that Mr.A i Cader will, while pro-
tecting the interests of hiscoonstito-
ents in Municipatl affairs, take inge-
rest 1 public mattersus welly pertain-

. ing tothe co nnnity to whieh hebe-
lrnga, and co-operate with his friends
who work for the amelioration ot
his co-religionists. It wives us plea-
sure to state that he hasalready be-
'gan to vhew his sympathy with the
cause of his community by becom-
ing a member of the Colomabo Mus-
lim Educational Society.

Nothinggives us
more pleasure than
to see the Moham-
medans living pen-
ecefuly with the memb-rs ot the
other commuunities dwelling in this
Island. For cosiderable  period
there has  heen perfect peace bat-
wesn the Budilhists and the Moha-
mmedans, save anl except the
commotiyn+ which ocearre | at Galle
and Gampo'a, owing to the nngettl-

The Beating
of
Tom-tom.

Werepraducee in onr | ed nature of the question of
present issue the por- | beating of tom-tom near the publie

Caler, the new member of

the

places -of worship., Except thid
vexatious question there is nothing
that we counll see which tends {o
disturb  the harmonious relation
Pwhich ought but to exist everywhere
"between those two: communities
whose relation to each other is very
| cordial in some parts of the Island:
Henece we feel it .oor duty, not only
Jin'the mterest of the communify
Uwhich we represent, but in the
Vint-rest algo of every other com-
wunity living in Ceylon to eall upnn
the authorities to decide the ques-
tion in a definite manner by enaet:
ing a 1nle with reference to the
brating of .torn-totn near the public
places of worship, If such a ruleisal-
ready inexistence it Arust be publigh-
ed all overtheTIsland, in the vernactv
lar languages, and the people warned
to respect it by observance and not
by violation. In case after suchk
publicaticn any violation of the
rule hapiens the pergon or pers
gons responsible for it sghould he

!mztde to  suflfer an  examplary
. punishment, if the aunthorities
Lave the desire of making th ir

respected  and of makmg

f laws
| perfect tranquitity to prevail among
[the different commuunities of the

Island. . . . —
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A;ll-A’d[lrass on lslam.r

Continued from the last issue.
Having thus briefly stated some

of the mostimportant events in the |
life of Mohammed (on whom te av-|
erlasting peace ) I shall now procead |
to lay before you as concisely as !

can the tenets of the religion tinght
by him. I may remark. by way of
introduction, in the words of Georre
Sale, the translator of the Holy Ko-
ran, “that the fandamental position
on which Moharnued erected the sg-
perstructure ol hiz relicion was that
from the beginning to theent of the
world there has baen, and for ever
will:be, but one trus orthodox bulisf;
consisting, ag to matter of faith, in ch
acknowledging of the only trus Gad,
and the belisvinzin andobaying sach
mesgengers or proph sts us he shoul t
from time to time sand, with praper
credentials, to reveal his will to man-
kind; and a3 to matrer of practice, in
the observance of the immutble and
eternal laws of right and wrong, to-
¥ether with auch other precepts an |
ceramonies ag Godshonld think fit
to order for the time being accor ling
to the different dispensations in
different ages of the world: {or these
laat, he allowed, were thing- indiffe-
rent in their o vn nature, and becanz
obligatory by God's positive precept
only; and were therefore temporary
and subject to alteration according
to his will and pleasure. - And to
this religion he gives the name of Is-
lam, whichword signifies resignation
or submission to service or commands
of God; and is used as the proper
name of the Mohammedan religion,
which they will'algo have to be the
same at botfom with that of all the
prophets from Adam.”

The Mohammadan religion or the
religion of Islam is divided into two
distinet parts: namely Iman or faith,
and Dween or practice. [t i built on
five fundamental points, on- belong-
ing to ftaith and the other four to
practice. The first point is the son-

+ fession of faith (Kalima)that “there
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18 no God but the trus God : aund
that Mohammed is the Aposile of
God.” TUnder this six distinet
branches are comprehended, 1 Belief
in God. 2 Belief in his angels;
3 Belief in hig sariptores; 4 Belief
in his prophets; 5 Belief in the re-
surrection and day of judg.neant; and
6. Belief in God’s absolute decree and
predetermination both of good and
evil, The four poiats re.ating to
vractice are: 1 Prayer; 2. Alms; 3,
Fasting; anl 4. The pilgrimage to
Mecca., I shall explain the above
prints separately,

Ths G nlof Mohammed in whmeo
th+ Mohwmmedans be'isve i3 des.
cribel 1n the Koran thua; “ Gad,
there ig no dod but He, the living,
the eternal. Noslumber srezeth Hiaw,
Whiatever 1 in heaven orin earth is
His. Who canintercede with Him
but hy His own permission? He
knows what has beea h-fo-e, ani
what ashall be after them; yet
nonght of His koowledge shutl thev
grasp but He wilieth. His throne
rcicheth over the hoavens and the
earth, and the upholding of them
hoth burdeneth Himoot e throw-
ethithe vail of night over the day, pur-
suins it quickly. Hu ereated the san,
moon, and stars subjected to luws by
beliegt. Is not all creation and all
empire His.? Blessed be the Lord
of the worlds. Say, He alone is
God. Gud the eternal. He be-
getteth not, and He is not begot-
ten; there isnone like unto Him.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds,the Compassionare, the Merei-
ful, King on the day of reckoning.
Thee only d» we worship, and to thee
do we ery for kelp, Guide nson the
straight path~—the path of thoseto
whom thou art gracious, with
whom thou art not angry; such as go
notastray. There is God for yoa, your
Lord. Theteis no God but He, the
creator of everything; then worship
Him, for H: over everything keeps
guard. Sight pecceives Him not, bat
e perceives mens sights for Heis
the All-penetarting, the Aware. Say
verily my prayers, and my devotion,
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and my life, and my death, belong
to God, the Lord of the worlda, Dost
thou not perceive tnat all creatures
bath in heaven and earth praise God;
and the Dbiris also? Everyone
knoweth His Prayerand His Prase,
Unto God belongeth the kingdom of
heaven and earth; and wato God
shall be the return. Shall [ se ‘k any
other Lord than God, when He is
Lord of all things. No soul shall la-
bour but for itself, and no burdened
one shall bear another’s burden. Is
not He the more worthy who answ-
erath the oppressed when they ery to
Him, and taketh off their evils, and

maketh you to snceeed your sires|s

on the earth? God thke Almighty,
the All-knowing,Forsiverofsin,and
Receiver of penitence™.

The Mohammedans helieve in the
existence of angels and in their
parity, They have no sex, but have
pure and sunhtle bodies; they neither
eat, nor drink, nov propagale their
aperies: and they have various forms
and offiecs. Some a‘lore God, and
others sing praises to Him. Some
execute his orders, and others inter-
ecede for mankind. The four eini-
nent among them are Gabriel, Mi-
chail, Azrail and Israfil.

Wu are bound to belicve that God
in divers ages of the world, gave
revelations of his will to several pro-
phets. The number of these sacred
Lonks was 104, of which ten were
given to Adam, fifty to Seth, thirty
to E Iris, ten to Abraham; and the
other four, being the Pentateuch
thePsalms, the Gospels, and the Ko
ran, were succesgively delivered ro
Moses, David, Jesns, and Mohamm-
ed. We believe Mohammad to be the
last and the seal of the prcphets
whose revelations are now closed,
and no more ave {o bs expected.
Withouat any controversial inelina-
tion I may be permitted to state that
the Muslims are taught to believe
that it was to point out the corrap
tions which had crept into the pre-
vious scriptures that the Koran was
revealed,

The propheis who have been sent
from time to time by God into the
world to preach his religion, nome-
ber, accordingto a tradition, 124,001,
among whom 313 were apostles,
sent with apecial commissions, some
of them brought new laws or dig=
pensations. These were Adam. Noah,
Abraham, Moges, Jesus and Moham-
med, All the prophets were free
from all sins, and professed cne and
the same religion, that is Islam.
Some of them are more excellent
than others. The first place is given
to those whe have brought new dis-
pensations and the next to the apo-
sties, I shall state here that the
Muslime differ from the Christians
in regarding Jesus as only one of
the four great prophets,

The next article of the Mohamme-
dan faith is the belief in resurrect-
ton and future judgment, With the
death of a man his soul enters into
that state which iscalled al-Berzakh,
or the interval state between the
death and the resurrection. On
the day of resnrrection he will arise,
if he be destined to partake of etep-
nal happiness, in honour and seeorit-
y;if he be doomed to misery, in dis-
grace and under dismal apprehen-
sions. He shall then give an account
of his actions to God, and receive the
rewards there of. The state after life
ig not altogether a new state, buit a
continuation of the present one.
The future state is a representation,
a fuli and clear image of our spirit-
ual state in the present life. In this
connection I have to point ont that
some ignorant writers have stated
thatin Islam women have no souls,
and shall perish like brute beasts.
It is quite wrong. According to the .
teachings of Mohammed the may
as well as the womin will have
future happiness or punishmeéus
in consequence of his or her good
or bad actions.

The sixth great pomtof faith in
Istam ia God’s absolate d@cree and
predestination both of good and

) evil. The orthodox doctrne is that
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Whatever has or shall come
in this world, whether it be good
o- bad, proceeded entirely from the
will of God.

The first of four fundamental
points of religious practice required
by the Koran is prayer. Before en-
tering upon praver the Muslims
perform the ordinary abiution call-
ed wadu which is the washing of
their faces, hands, and feet after g
certain manuer. In extroordinary
cases they wash their whole hodies,
The practice of religion ia founded
on cleanliness, which i3 considered
to be »ne-half of the faith and the
key of prayer. Imam Ghuzzali, the
famous Muslim theologinn, reclkons
four degrees of purification. The
first is the cleansing of the hody
from all pollution, Filth and excre-
ments ; the second the cleansing
of the. members of the body from
all wickedness and unjust actions;
the third the cleansiug of the heart
from all blamable inclination, and
odious vices; and the fnarth the
purifying of a man’s secret thoughts
from all affections which muy
divert their attendance on God.
Mohammed nsed to call prayer the
pillar of religion and the key of
paradige. When the people of Thayif,
on their embracing the creed of
Islam, begged that they might be
parmitted to dispense with prayer,
Mohammed declared that thero
could be no good in that religion
wherein there ig no prayer. The Mo-
hammedans are to pray five times
every twenty four hours at certain
stated times, namely. 1. In the
morning before sun rige, 2. when
noon is past, and the sun begins to
decline from the meridian, 3 In
the afternoon bhefore sunset; 4. In
the evening after sunast and before
day be shut in; and 5. After the
day be shut in, and before the first
watch of the night. The observing
of the stated times of prayer is fre=
quently insisted on in the Koran.

The next point of our religious
practice is the giving of alms. The
legal alms ‘consist of - two and haif
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1o pas3 | per cont or one-fourth of the sub-

stance possessed, and they are due
when the substance amounts to a
certain quantity prescribed by the
law. The giving of alms is consider-
de by the Mohammedans to be high-
Iy meritorions, Khalif Omer Ebn
Abdnl Azeez used to say that “prayer
carrieg us half way to God,
fasting brings us to the door of his
! palace, and alms procure us admis-
[ Bion.”

The third point of the religious
practice is fasting, The Mohamme-
dang are obliged to fast the whole
. month of Ramadhan during which
}ime they mnst abstain from eating,
rdrinking, and women, from day-
“ broeuk till sunset, Mohammed used to
Pauy that “fasting was the gate of

heaven,” and that the odour of the
! mouth of him who fasteth is more
' grateful to God than that of musk.

Imam Ghazzali reckons fasting one-
! fourth part of the faith, According
to the Mohammedan divines there
are three degrees of fasting: 1, The
restraining the Delly and other parts
of the body from satisfying their

[usts. 2. The restraining {he ears,
eves, tongue, harids, feet, apd
other members from sin: and

3. The fasting of the heart from
worldly cares, and refraining the
thoughis from everything besides
God.

The fourth point is pilgrimage to
Mecea. To the temple at Mecea every
Muslim, male or female, who has
health and means sufficient ought
once at least in hig or her life to go
on pilgrimage. The chief ceremonies
which form the rite of pilgrimage
oonsist in the wearing of the lhram
or sacred garb, in going in proces—
sion round the Caaba, in running
between the mounts of Safa and
Merwa, in tarrying on mount Arafat
in throwing stones in imitarion of
Abraham, in slaying the victims
such aa sheep, goat, kine, or camel,
snd in ghaving the healds.

What [ have siate ! are tha posi-
tive precepts of the Koran in respect
of faith and practice. I shall -now

L
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state a fow worls about the Kovan
itself, its negative precepts, and the
civil law of the Mohammedans,

The Koran is the sacred book of
the Mohammedans. It containg the
revelations from God to Mohimm-
ed the apostle of God and is divided
into 114 chapters. Its language is,
as universally admitied, most ele=
gant and pure, and it is confessedly
the standard of the Arabic tongue,
Its style is beautiful and finent. Its
great doctrine is the unity of God.
It prohibits the drinking of wine
under which name all sorts of strong
and inebriating liguors are com-
prehended. Gaming, the eating of
Lloed, and swine's tiesh or whatever
dieg of itself or uot rlain in the nane
of God are prohlbited by the Koran.
It puat a stop to the inhuman custom
which the pagan Arabs had practis-
ed, of burying their daughtersalive.
The civil law of the Mohammedans
is founded on the precepta of the
Koran and the traditions of the
Prophet. The four great expoun-
ders of it are Abu Hanifa, Malec, al
Shafei, and Xba Hambal, Poly-
gamy is allowed with certain limi-
tation. Sn is divorce; a man can
repudiate his wife on the slightest
disgust, but a woman cannot
separate hetself from her husband
unless for the reasons preseribed by
the law. Adultery is to be punisha
ed severely. The Muslima are
probibited from marrying within
ceriain degress. Protection is given
to women and orphans, who
had been treated with great injus-
tice by the pagan Arabs. The Moha-
mmedang have their own law of

inheritance,the general rule (with.

few exceptions) to be observed in
the distribution nf the deceased’s
estate being that a male shall have
twice as much as a female. Mygrder
and theft are forbidden ander
severe penalties. The Mohammedan
law provides penalties for injuries
and crimes of inferior nature too.
The Mohammedans are divided
into several seots, the most impor-

tant of which are the Sconni and
Shiak, The Sonnites acknowledge
the authority of Sonna, or the
collection of the sayings of the
Prophet, whereag the ghiites reject
it. These sects differ from one
anyther not on the fundamental
points of faith and practice mention-
¢d by me, but on minor points.

I have now given the outline of
the Mohammedan religion to know
which you aspired, but whoever
desires to know it in detail will
have to study standard works on i,
This address will not be complete
withont few testimonies, offered
spontaneously by non-Mohamme-
dans, to the importance of Ma-
hamined, the moral degradation in
which he found his people, the
8piritual elevation to wnich they
have been raised by the moralising
influence and magnatic power of his
teaching, and the merits of Islam.
Therefore I quote here the state-
ments of a few eminent men.

Carlyle says of Mohammed: “A
gilent great soul. he was one of
those who cannot but be earnest,
whom nature herself has appointed
to be sincere. While others walk in
formulas and hearsays, contented
enough to dwell therein, this man
could not screen himself in for-
mulas, he was alone with his whole
soul and thae reality of things. The
great mystery of existence glared
in npon him with itg terrors, with
its splendours; no hearsays could
hide that nnspeakable fact: *Here
am I’ Such sincerity, as we nam-
ed it, has in truth somethiug of the
divine. The word of such a man is
a voice direci from natures own
heart. Men doand musi listen to
that or to nothing else;.all alse is
wind in comparison. From of old a
thousand thoughtsin his pilgrimage
and wanderings had been in this
man. ‘What am 17 What is this
unfathomable thing I live in,
which men name universa? What
is life! What is death? What am [
to belive? What am I todo? The
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grim roeks of mount Hira, of |ential care over the minatest of

mcunt Sinai, the atern
solitnde answered not. The great
heaven rolling silently overhead
with its bright glancing stars,
answered mnot. There was no
answer. The man’s own soul and
what of God's inspiration dwelt
there had to answer,”

8ir Witliam Muir says: “From
time beyond memory Mecea and
the whole Peninsula had been steep-
ed in spiritual torpor. The slight
and transient influences of Juda-
ism an1 Christianity or philosophi-
eal inguiry wpon the Arab mind
bad been but as the ruffling here and
there of the surface of a quite lake;
all rvemain still and mstionless
below. "U'he people were sunk in
puperstition, cruelty and vice., It
was & common practice for the
eldest gon to tuke to wife his tather's
widows, inherited as proparty w:th
the rest of the estate. Pride and
poverty had introduced among them
{ns they have among he Hindus)
the erime of female infanticide.
Their religion wae a gross idolatry,
and their faith rather the dark sup-
erstilions dfead of unseen beings,
whose good .will they sought to
propitiate, awd whose displeasure
to avert, than the belief in an over-
ruling Providence. The life to come
and the retribution of good and
evil were, a3 motives of actions, pra-
ctically "unknown. Thirteen years
before the Higera Mocesa lay lifeless
in this debased state. What a change
-had those thirteen years now prod-
uced. A band of several hundred per-
eons had rejected "idolatry, adopted
the worship of one God and sarren-
dered themeelves implicitly to the
guidance cf what they belived as
rovélation from Him, praying to
the Almighty with frequency and
fervour, looking for pardon to His
Terey, @nd striving to follow.after
good worke, almsgiving, chdstity,
and jogtice. They now lived unnder
a constant gerise of the omnipot-
en' power of God, and of His provid-

sandy | their concerns. In all the gifta of

nafure. in every relation of life, at
each turn of their affairs, individ-
ual or public, they saw His hand,
And above all the new existence in
which they exulted was regarded as
the mark of special grace, while
the unbelief of their blinded follow
citizens was'the hurdening stamp
of reprobation. Mohammed was
the minister of life to them, the
source under God of their new
born hopss, and to him they yield-
ed an implieit submission. ”

John Davenport says: *“Islam . ..
the religion thos established by the
Koran is a stern and severe Mono-
theism; it has nothing abatract and
indistivet 4n ite primary notion of
the Gudhead. Allah so far from be-
ing a were philosophical first cause
regulating the universe by establi-
ghed laws while itsalf stands aloof
in unapproachable majesty, is an
ever present, ever working energy,
It ig a religion, morsover, stripped
of all controversy, and which, prop-
osing no mystery to offer violence
to reason, restricts the imagination
of men to the being =atisfied with a
plain, invariable worship, notwith-
standing the fiery passions and
blind zeal that eo often transported
them beyond themselves. Lastly it
is a religion from which all worship
of saints and martyrs, relics and im-
ages, all mystery and metaphysical
subtlety, all monastic seclugion and
enthugiastic penance is banished;
and which bears internal proofs of
having been the result of long and
deep meditation upon the state and
condition of the nitions of
the world of that time, and wmpon
the reconcilement of the objects of
religion with those of reason.”
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