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The portrait

The Late Sir 8yed given for the
Ahmed Khan frontispiece of
GC, 8. L the present

issme is that

of the late Sir Byed Ahmed Khan,
C.8. ., who waa recoguized as their
vational leader by the Indian
Mohammedans 6f the modern
school, and who is famous in his-
tory as the founder of the Aligarh
College, wiiich, it is now intended,
to be converted into a Mobam-
meddlan University, Sir Syed has
done much for the education and
amelioration of the Muslims of
India, and one who reads his life,
written by Lisut.-Coionel Grabam,
B.8.C., cannot fail. to be struek by
the deep learning, liberal views,
integrity, public-gpiritedness, and
moral character of Sir Syed. He
wae born at Delhi on the 17th
Oetober, 1817, His paternal and
maternal nncestora were men of
mark uwnder the Moghul Empire.
In 1837 he entered the British
rervice as  Shiristelidar of the
Criminal Department in the Sader
Amin's Office at Delhi, In 1341
he bhecame sub-judge of Fateh-
pur Sikei, and was tranaferred to
Delhi in 1348, His first publieation
was ““Transeript and Analysis of the
Regnlations,” and in 18347 he wrote
Lis second literary work, the “Arch-
wological History of the Ruins of
Delhi,” It proecured for him th-

homor of a Fellowship of the Royal !

Asiatic Society. According to him
there raigned at Delhi 142 Hindu
and 59 Mohommedan rulers from
the year 1400 B. . p to 1853 A. D,
When the Matiny broke ont inr 1857
he was at Bijnore as a subordinate
Judge He was ‘the means of sav-
ing the whole party of English
ladies, gentlemen, and children that
remained at Bijnore when it waa
attacked by Mahmud Khan, the
rebel leader, with his 300 men.
While speaking of Sir 8yed and his
servicesduring thé Mutiny 8Sir John
Strachey, late Lisutenant Governor
of ' the Noith-West Provinces of
India, said : - “No man ever gave
nobler procfs ' of conspicrious
enurage and loyalty to the Britigh
Government thin were given by
him in 1857 ; no language that I
conld wse would-be worthy of the
devotion he showed.” For his
gervices in the Mutiny he received
a gpecial pension of R200 per men-
sem for his and his sldest son's hife,
several garbs of honor, one pearl
necklace, and onesword. In 1838
he wrote in Urdco “The Causes of
the Indian Revolt”. which was not,
however, translated and published
in ¥nglish till ‘the yesr I873. In
his preface bhe says; “An houest
exposition of native ideas is all that
our Government reguires {p enable
it to hold the country with the full
concurrence of its inhabitants, and
not merely by the aword.” In hias
opinion the original canse of the
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outbreak was the non-admission of | ter's work entitled “Our Indian Mus-
a native into the Legislative Couneil, ) snlmans:  Are they bound in con-
In 1860 he published a pamphlet | science to rebel against the Queen.”
on “The Loyal Mohammedans of | The writer of Syed’s life, mentioned
India.’ A translation society, then  above, says while referring to the
known as the Scientific Society of Review: “Syed Ahmed then goes
Aligarh was started by him at|oa to prove, book by book, Dr,
Ghazipore in 1864 #“in order to| Hunter’s muny erroré. The Dbest
bring the knowladge and literature knock-dewn blow which the un-
of the nations of the Western world | lucky Doctor received was with re-
within reach of the immense masses | fevonce to the Asar-i- Mahsar, a
of the people of the Eastern”. Nut| work written by Moalvi Mahomed
less than twenty-five important| Ali”* Since his return from
works wers published by the said | England Sir S8yed Ahmed had been
Society. In 1866 Syed Ahmed |canvassing all parts of India for
was pressuted by Lord Lawrence, | funds for establishing his College.
then Viceroy of Indiz, with a goldiand on the 15th April, 1872, was
medal, the inscription on which was | formed *The Mohammedan Anglo-
as follows; “Presented by the Vice- | Oriental College Fund Committee,”
roy of India, in public Durbar, to| which gave birth to the present
Syed Ahmed, a loyal an.l valuable | Collegeat Atigarh. The College was
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servant of the Queen, in recogni-
tion of his continuons and success-

opened on the 24th May, 1875, In
November of the same year Sir

ful offorts to spread the light of ! William Muir visited the College,
iteratare and sclence amonyg his | anddelivercd a very interesting ad-
comntry-men”, Sir Syed went m! dress. In 1876 after thiriy-seven
Englandin 1869 taking with him years’ service Sir Syed retired on
hig two song, Syed Mahmund and’ pensionand took up his abode at
Syed Hamid, Of these the former| Aligarh.

became subsequently a Migh Court Iy January 1877 the foundation
Judgein India, and the latter & Dis-, of the College was formally laid by
trict Superintendent of Police. 1,4pq Lyttoz. The * Pioneer” of

When in England Syed Ahmed was
presented with the insignia of the
Companion of the 8tar of India, and:
the then Secretary of State, the
Duke of Argyll, gave him a grant of
£250 per annum for two years in ad- |
ditionto the usual furlough pay. In
1870 he published “ A Series of
Essays onthe Life of Mehammed,,
and Subjeets Subgidiary thereto”, in |
which he “breaks many a lance |
with 8ir William Muir, his intimate!
friend, over the latter’s Life of!
Mohammed ; and impartial critics
will, I think,” says Lieut.-Colouel:
Graham, “agree in giving their ver-
dict on msny points against that
learned author”, On retorning
from England Sir Syed Ahmed re-)
gumed duties as Native Judge of
Benares. In1872 he published his
“ Review™ of the Hon, W. W. Hun.

the #th January referred to the
avent this:—* The  ceremony
which takes place to-day at Aligarh
marks the great progress already
made by one of the most theronghly
gound and promissing movements
ever set on fool for the alvance-
ment of Indian education. The name
of Syad Ahmed Khan, the princi~
pal promoter of the Mehammedan
Anglo-Oriental College, will be
held in grateful remembrance in
the future by large masses of his
countrymen, who may as yet hardly
appreciate the importance of the
influence he has brought to bear
upon their intellectual and political
development, This rising College
bids fair to be a real fovece in this
conntry, and its expansion is gua-
ranteed by the fact that it is
entirely spontaneons in its growth
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—the fruit, that is to say, of purely
native sagacity and determination,
in no way an exotic ingtitution,
planted by Governmeunt and water-
ed by official favour.” We are glad
to note that the anticipation of the
“ Pjopeer " has been fully justified
as the College in question has risen
very high, and now bids fair fo be-
come inthe near fuoture the mo-
dern TUniversity of the Muslim
world., We said at the comweénce-
ment of this sketch that Sir Syel
was recognized as their leader by
the Mohammedans of the modern
gchool. When The started his
paper called the * Mohwmmedan
Social Reformer,” and wrote there-
in series of articies combatting the
religions prejudices of his co-ve-
ligionists against the acquisition of
modern science and art, and when
it was known that his religious
beliefs, in certain 1espects, differed
from those of the masses he was
very bitterly opposed by the Mus.
lims who could not folerate any
change in their religionsand ortbo-
dox ideas. Ee was denounced as
a “renegude” and “ lisutenant of the
Kvil One.” Nay there were Mo-
hammedans who, we are told by
“yed’s biographer, actually believed
that Syed Ahmed was the Anti-
christ, In 1378 Syed Ahmed wase
made a member of the Vieeroy's
Cuouncil by Lord Lytton, an ap-
pointment which crowned his long
and honorable career. When the
Indian ¥ducation Commission was
sitting Sir Syed Ahmed was ex.
amined by it at length, and hi:z re-
plies covered thirty-two printed
pages. In 1882 Sir Salar Jang, the
Priine Minister of Hyderabad visit-
ed the College. When Syed Ah-
med Khan visited Lahore while
touring on Nothern India eollect-
ing fund for his College he was
presented with addresses by the
Islamic Society and the Indian
Asgociation. Lord Ripon, when he
wag Viceroy of India, visited
Aligarh College and received an

address from the Managing Com-
mittes. We finish the present
sketch of Syed Ahmed by repro-
ducing the words of his biographer
with reference to Syed's power of
oratory: “ He is a born orator.
His delivery, when he warms to
his subject, repembles that of Mr.
Gladstone. His lips quiver with
suppressed emotion ; the voice and
figure follow snit—and these
evidences of intense feeling com-
municate themselves with electric
rapidity to his audience.” Byed
Ahmed was knighted some time
before his death which occured a
few years ago, but we have not
yet come across the facts con-
nected with his investitare, in any
of the works that are now at our
disposzl. The work which wehave
taken for our guide in writing
the present sketch does not chro-
nicle the events of his life which
oecured after the year 1885. We
understand that he was made an
L.L.L.in bhis closing years.

We repro-

The Death of . duced with
Moustafa pleasure in
Kamel. " ourlagt issne

tha speech

delivered hr Anis Bey at a meet-
ing of the National Party of Egypt,
"in which reference was made in
| very flattering termas to Mousiafa
Kamel, the leader of the Party:
and it is our sad duty to-day to record
the intelligence of the untimely
death of that famous Eayptian
Nationalist, who succeeded, in com-
paratively a short period, in enlist-
ing the sympathy of the Euaropean
politicians in favour of the con-
stitutional movement now being
made to bring about the political
independence of Egypt. The ¢ Egyp-
tian Standard,” which is the English
organ of the National Party in
Egypt and bronght by every mail,
contains many articles which speak
of the numerons benfficial results
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wrought by the National Party in
Egypt, and as the revival of the
movement in itz present form is
entirely due  to the wisdom,.
conraze, and exerdon of the fate
Moustuta Kamel we can guesa the
intensity of the zad fecling of the
onlightened Tgyptians ar the pre-
sent movement, overthe blow thau
has befulen them. Reuter has
informed us that HLOUO  persans
attended his faneral, whicl ix an
anmistakable evidence that the de-»
eeaged was a popular leader, aund fus
death has been looked  upon as a
national calawnity. Tn the*Kgyptiun
Standard” of the Brd instant an
open leiter to Moustafa Numel Pa-,
sha from M. Flourens, Ex-Minister |
of Foveign Affairvs of Franee, is pub-
lished. 'Flie opening parsgragh of
the letter vans thus: *Now that the
relense  of  the Dinshawai pri-
soners is an accomplished fact per-
mit me to offet you wmy congratu-
lations. It is a  happy result for
“hamamty which  suffered in the
persen of those unfortunates ; it 14
a  trinmph Jovliberal ¥eept, A
great portion of the glory of it i
dae to the National  Party, und its
leader’”. The distinguished v riter
of the said letter renmwcks in con-
clusion: “ But Buelan | has ineon -
parable prestige. She is the great
libgral nation, in essenee and in
(1e§ntion, Bhe is the indtiator over
the entive world of all progress in
the path of self-Government. Tt
her hasten to justify aud make still
wreater this  fame, more  enviahle
thanall other. Let her give to Kuypr
tieer liberty to which  Feypt has »
right. Her moral power will render
het invitluerable,

(T ARDIANT

seciit to have tuken the law into
their own hands in recovering che
debts due o them, Tvis said that the
Afghans are lemling money at ay
exetbitunt rate of interest, and rain.
ing  the people of this  eountry,
Their position as usnrious maney-
lenders is uniyne, for they are or
rhodox Mobammedans, who are
prolihited 1o aceept any interest,
Bt of they have preferred to du
that Dasivess, chongh andawful reli-
glously, tn this eountry, let them
he aflowed (o do it without infrin-
ripgr the law of the land. Oor law
provides 0 method for recovering
dobis, amd let the Afghans he told
to luve 1ecourse to it: bhut if they
have taken, nsit isalleged, the haw
into thewr own hands, anid assanlteld
the detiatliors wnang their debtors,
wht, we ask, the poliec, who are
puid to proteet the people,  have
not taken steps to have them pood-
shied * 0 Surely il there had been
evidenes of wsanlt the police, who
are now anore vigilant than before,
wauld not have failed to bring the
oifending Afehans to justice. While
asking very strongly that let the
Afchans, who are I'onnd to take the
Lw itics their own hands in deal-
ing with their debtorvs, he punishel
according to rthe luw, we profest
wrunst  the snggestion that ey
should nat be permitted  cone
here, W confess that we canny’
nnderstand the coveespondent who
has stuted in the * Morning Leader”
thar » it has already been shown
thut the Afohans ave not wantel
here ", anl we do net think that we
fhed inridst ws s many allien peo-
ple becanse they are wanted herv
Cevlon is u free countey to which
men and wotnen of many rices have

s come to trade: and we wonder why

Since of late ac- |
Tha Afghan counts have been
Question.

published in the |
local Press of.
hard treatment meted ont to some !
Cevlonese by their Afghan credi- |
tors, who, if the accounts are true, E

the poor Afghans alone should e

Cdriven away. when they have not

Joneany wicked or disgracetul thing
save and exeept their harsh treat-
ment of theiyfimid debtors. The
Afghans aregin a position to rain
the people of this connfry.
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